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The Progressive National Convention has been actively 

engaged in responding to aid and assist communities in the Fort 

Myers area since September 28th, 2022. It was at this time that 

Hurricane Ian delivered a horrific blow to this metropolitan city and its 

many adjacent communities. The magnitude of this unforeseen 

devastation caused by this merciless catastrophic storm left nothing 

to one’s imagination. The damage left in the wake of this historic 

storm was beyond the capacity of the human mind to conceive. 

With over 103 deaths, thousands of people injured and 

displaced, and millions of dollars accumulating in damages and loss 

of property, PNBC continues to work closely with local pastors, 

members of the faith-based communities, World Baptist Alliance, 

North American Baptist Fellowship Disaster Relief Coordinator, and 

federal, state and local organizations in responding to many 

communities in the natural disaster impacted areas.   These respond, 

relief and recovery efforts included special tailored disaster support, 

emergency supplies, financial contributions and on ground clinical 

pastoral assistance to families and citizens. 

Specialized respond and relief initiatives include but are not 

limited to establishing a supply distribution center in Lakeland, FL. in 

partnership with Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church. The location 

has allowed us to gather and marshal supplies which consist of non-



perishable products, dry goods, paper products, toiletries, bio-

cleaning chemicals and over the counter pharmaceutical 

commodities. 

PNBC has successfully gathered and transported three truck 

shipments of food products, dry goods, and thousands of dollars. A 

fourth deployment is scheduled for the week of December 19th. 

Additionally, church families will receive a turkey which hopefully will 

say that we care about them especially during Christmas and this 

demonstration of agape love will be warmly received. None PNBC 

associated Churches contributed over $3000 to our Disaster Task 

Force in support of the special Christmas donations made to 

churches in the Fort Myer area. Supplies and aid are delivered by 

rental trucks to the churches and distribution is handled by 

community student volunteers. 

PNBC has continued to work closely with the National 

American Red Cross and respond to special and short notice request 

as they endeavor to earnestly work to restore to families the quality-

of-life loss by an untold number of people.  There has been ongoing 

participation by PNBC to train and certify persons for disaster 

preparedness through coordinated education, training, and leadership 

development programs in partnership with the ARC. The PNBC 

Disaster Task Force and the ARC provided certification training to 

The Michigan State PNBC Convention disaster volunteers and to 

members of the Midwest Region.  

Also, the Progressive National Baptist Convention has 

published a Policy and Declaration Commitment and Disaster 



Response Resolution to better capture the essence and strategic and 

tactical scope of its Disaster Outreach Program. 

PNBC Disaster Policy and Declaration Commitment   

The Progressive National Baptist Convention which was help 

founded by one of the greatest voices of this era for humanity, Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. is stepping up its efforts to heighten and 

improve the status of its Disaster Preparedness and Readiness 

initiatives to aid and assist victims during natural and manmade 

horrific calamities.

This historic international faith-based organization’s president, 

Dr. David Peoples directed that the convention join with PNBC 

Regional and State Leadership and other noted leaders to rally to the 

aid of the thousands of residents who will be impacted in the future by 

natural disasters. As an example, some six years ago, Hurricane 

Dorian, a category 5 Hurricane, released its wrath on the Island of 

Abaco in the Bahamas before moving on to Grand Bahamas. Left 

behind, was unprecedented devastation to include numerous victims, 

ruined structures and what many saw as a lifeless island suggesting 

that we were facing an almost insurmountable recovery mission.

Under the leadership of Dr. Peoples, PNBC has launched an 

extensive campaign that will provide strategic disaster response, 

relief, and recovery to the many citizens affected by horrific natural 

disasters, especially in locations where PNBC members have a 

presence. In a recent interview, President Peoples expressed that “as 

faith-based leaders, we are challenged to address the devastation 



and pain in our nation and must reach out to the broken among us, as 

these storms create these stricken communities’ darkest hour.” 

The Convention is calling on its faith-based community, local 

and corporate leaders, and concerned citizens in our efforts to 

provide relief and assist with the rebuilding of communities impacted 

by these unbelievable storms. A special Disaster Relief Fund must be 

established to respond to needs that have been created to receive 

donations and special offerings for the PNBC churches, as they reach 

out to people affected by disastrous events. One hundred percent of 

the funds collected will be applied towards relief and recovery efforts. 

Discussions will be launched with appropriate transportation, cargo, 

and shipping agencies to assist organizations desiring to contribute 

supplies, clothes and non-perishables approved by the Convention.  

In the event of a fund raiser, please make donations payable 

to the Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc., marked for a 

specific PNBC Disaster Relief Fund.

PNBC Disaster Preparedness and Response Resolution:

Situational Analysis 

With increased emphasis on growing devastations emanating from 

natural disasters, it is now more critical that community 

organizations, key leadership, and faith-based organizations be 

acutely aware and equipped with the necessary competencies to 

respond, aid, and assist people impacted during natural disasters. 

Whereas natural disasters occur often, with and without warning. 



Whereas government agencies, specifically the Field of 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) provides emergency 

management aid and support across the country while working 

closely with faith-based organizations to include PNBC. 

Whereas the American Red Cross alleviates human suffering by 

mobilizing a worldwide network of volunteers and donors in 

partnership with PNBC.

       

Whereas the National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster 

(VOAD), an association of organizations that mitigate and alleviate 

the impact of disasters, provides a forum promoting, 

communication, coordination, and collaboration; and fosters more 

effective delivery of services to communities affected by disaster 

while expanding its alliance with PNBC. 

Whereas PNBC when possible, will work in partnership on disaster 

relief, response and recovery programs and initiatives with other 

faith-based organizations to include Lott Cary Baptist Foreign 

Mission Society, AME, AMEZ, CME, Southern Baptist, Baptist 

Men, Catholic Services, and Lutheran Ministries. 

Resolved, that the Progressive National Baptist Convention (PNBC): 

a. will officially establish disaster training, relief, and 

recovery plans and operations.



b. will establish a disaster relief alliance and communication 

link within local, state, regional, and federal disaster 

preparedness leadership.

c. will work to raise funds, identify resources, and aid in 

disaster response, relief and recovery training, relief, and 

recovery efforts. 

d. will develop a disaster preparedness culture at PNBC that 

underscores the importance of a having a true 

commitment to disaster response, relief, and recovery.

e. will develop disaster awareness and education initiatives 

to formalize the institutionalization of disaster 

preparedness training protocols resulting in a well-defined 

disaster organizational infrastructure.

f. will establish alliances with major organizational disaster 

preparedness, relief, response, and recovery programs 

within both the public and private sector.

g. will establish that regional vice-presidents and state 

presidents coordinate with the PNBC Disaster 

Preparedness chairperson to develop and implement a 

formal Disaster Preparedness and Readiness Program 

within their respective areas. 

This document provides an overview of the situation analysis that 

drives the notion of why Disaster Relief is important to PNBC in its 

commitment to Disaster Preparedness and Readiness. 
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